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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 5/3/2004. 

2. Claims 1-23 are pending in this application. This action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 1-7, 9-16, and 18-22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Microsoft Excel ("MS Excel," Microsoft Excel and Word 2000 Screen Dumps Figures 1- 
7). 

As per independent claim 1 , MS Excel teaches a method for organizing 
information relating to the interpretation of multiple information elements from at least 
one reference source comprising: 

a. forming a matrix having a first predetermined number of rows and a second 
predetermined number of columns defining matrix elements at the intersections 
of the rows and columns, wherein each of one the first predetermined number of 
rows and the second predetermined number of columns of the matrix correspond 
to an information element and each of the other of the first predetermined 
number of rows and the second predetermined number of columns correspond to 
the at least one reference source (figure 3). 
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b. determining a reference location within the at least one reference source 
relating to the interpretation of an information element and setting the reference 
location to null if no information relating to the interpretation of the information 
element exists in the at least one reference source (figure 3, element 6). 

c. inserting the reference location into the matrix element in the matrix 
corresponding to the particular information element and the particular at least 
one reference source (figure 3, element 3). 

d. repeating each of steps (2) and (3) for each of the multiple information 
elements and the at least one reference source; whereby the location in the at 
least one reference source corresponding to the interpretation of a particular 
information element can be found at the matrix element at the intersection in the 
matrix corresponding to the information element to be interpreted and the at least 
one reference source (figure 3) 

As per claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1 , MS Excel teaches that the 
multiple information elements comprise patent claim elements (figure 3, element 2). 

Claim 10 is similar in scope to claim 2, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

As per claim 3, which is dependent on claim 2, MS Excel teaches that the at least 
one reference source comprises at least one item selected from the group consisting of 
a patent specification, patent claims, patent drawings, a prosecution history and at 
least one prior art document (figure 3, element 1 ). 
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Claim 1 1 and 18 are similar in scope to claim 3, and are therefore rejected under 
similar rationale. 

As per claim 4, which is dependent on any of claims 1-3, MS Excel is a graphical 
user interface incorporating the above methods. 

As per independent claim 5, MS Excel teaches a graphical user interface for 
organizing and presenting information relating to the interpretation of multiple 
information elements from at least one reference source comprising: 

a. an array having a first predetermined number of rows and a second 
predetermined number of columns defining matrix elements at the intersections 
of the rows and columns (figure 3). 

b. each of one of the first predetermined number of rows and the second 
predetermined number of columns of the matrix correspond to an information 
element (figure 3, element 2). 

c. each of the other of the first predetermined number of rows and the second 
predetermined number of columns correspond to the at least one reference 
source (figure 3, element 1 ). 

d. wherein the matrix elements contain a link to a reference location within the at 
least one reference source relating to the interpretation of an information element 
(figure 3, element 3, clicking on an element in a cell will automatically open and 
display (open a link to) the requested document at the predetermined location). 
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e. setting the link to null if no information relating to the interpretation of the 
information element exists in the at least one reference source (figure 3, element 
6). 

f. a customizable workspace viewable by a user wherein the links within the 
array can be selectively activated and viewed by the user (figure 4 and figure 5, 
figure 5 shows a reference document that the user could view upon activating a 
link within the array). 

Claims 14 and 20 are similar in scope to claim 5f, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

As per claim 6, which is dependent on claim 5, MS Excel teaches that the 
customizable workspace further comprises a first border, wherein the first border 
contains headings corresponding to the multiple information elements (figure 3, element 

Claims 15 and 21 are similar in scope to claim 6, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

As per claim 7, which is dependent on claim 6, MS Excel teaches that the 
customizable workspace further comprises a second border, wherein the second border 
contains headings corresponding to the at least one reference source (figure 3, element 
5). 

Claims 16 and 22 are similar in scope to claim 7, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 
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As per independent claim 9, MS Excel teaches a system for organizing 
information relating to the interpretation of multiple information elements from at least 
one reference source comprising: 

a. a matrix having a first predetermined number of rows and a second 
predetermined number of columns defining matrix elements at the intersections 
of the rows and columns (figure 3). 

b. each of one of the first predetermined number of rows and the second 
predetermined number of columns of the matrix correspond to an information 
element (figure 3, element 2). 

c. each of the other of the first predetermined number of rows and the second 
predetermined number of columns correspond to the at least one reference 
source (figure 3, element 1 ). 

d. each of the matrix elements comprises one of: a reference location value 
representative of a location within the at least one reference source relating to 
the interpretation of the corresponding information element (figure 3, element 3, 
clicking on an element in a cell will automatically open and display (open a link 
to) the requested document at the predetermined location). 

e. a null value if no information relating to the interpretation of the information 
element exists in the at least one reference source (figure 3, element 6). 

f. the location in the at least one reference source corresponding to the 
interpretation of a particular information element can be found at the matrix 
element at the intersection in the matrix of the row corresponding to the 
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information element to be interpreted and the column corresponding to the at 
least one reference source (figure 3, element 3). 

As per claim 12, which is dependent on claim 9, MS Excel teaches a graphical 
user interface adapted to display at least one of the reference location values stored in 
the matrix (figure 3, element 3 and figure 5, figure 5 shows a reference document that 
the user could view upon activating a link within the array). 

As per claim 13, which is dependent on claim 12, MS Excel teaches at least one 
data file representative of the information contained in the at least one reference 
source (figures 5 and 7, figures 5 and 7 show a reference document that the user could 
view upon activating a link within the array). 

Claim 19 is similar in scope to claim 13, and is therefore rejected under similar 
rationale. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 8, 17, and 23 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The feature wherein a user 
can display the reference information contained by a particular link in the array by 
clicking on one of the headings in the first border and one of the headings on the 
second border, wherein the link corresponding to the array element is thereby activated 
is allowable. This feature is allowable as it provides a novel method of selecting and 
opening a link within a matrix layout of a graphical user interface to organize and 
display information. 
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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 5/3/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argued the following: 

a. That the Microsoft Excel and Word Screen Dumps cited are not prior art. 

b. That the rejection should be a 103 rejection since it relies on both 
Microsoft Word and Microsoft Excel. 

c. That the Screen dumps used by the examiner were created by the 
examiner using hindsight after reading the applicant's invention and are therefore 
not considered prior art. 

In regards to the applicants arguments found above, the Examiner disagrees for 
the following reasons: 

Per argument (a), the date of the cited art is the latest copyright date found in 
figures 1 and 2. The copyright date is 1999, therefore these screen dumps do qualify as 
prior art. 

Per argument (b), examiner mistakenly cited screen dumps as "Microsoft Excel 
Screen Dumps" in the Office Action as well as on the 892. However, the actual 
reference document states "Microsoft Excel and Word 2000 Screen Dumps." Examiner 
meant to cite "Microsoft Excel and Word 2000 Screen Dumps" in both the Office Action 
and the 892. Appropriate citation can be found in this Office Action. 
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In addition, Microsoft Word is only cited to show a feature of Microsoft Excel. 
Microsoft Excel has the capability to link to any number of documents and to specific 
document content. Microsoft Word is only used to illustrate one possibility when linking 
to information using this Microsoft Excel feature. Therefore, examiner will maintain the 
102 rejection but will change from 102e to 102a in acknowledgement of applicants 
argument that this reference is neither a patent nor a patent application. 

Per argument (c), while it is true that examiner was inspired to create documents 
based on the application, the intent is to show that by using the Microsoft Excel product, 
which was available prior to the applicant's priority date, Microsoft Excel could meet all 
claim limitations. A computer user would therefore be able to use Microsoft Excel to 
accomplish all limitations claimed and this therefore serves as a valid prior art rejection 
of the claims. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Boris Pesin whose telephone number is (703) 305-8774. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on (703) 308-0640. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

KRISTINE KINCAID 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



